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Dear Gene: 


Next month the American Bar Association’s House of 
Delegates will consider a resolution encouraging a 
legislative ban on media advertising of tobacco 
products. The resolution will be advanced by the New 
York State Bar Association which adopted a similar 
resolution last fall. The ABA meeting begins 
February 11, 1987. 


Gene, your guess is as good as mine--indeed, 
undoubtedly better--as to whether the proposal will 
have an effect upon the litigation you will be handling 
for us. But as valued members of the Philip Morris 
legal team, you and your colleagues will appreciate its 
obvious impact upon our company. You should also know 
that the resolution has been opposed by a Joint Task 
Force of the American Bar Association and the American 
Newspaper Publishers Association, the Special Committee 
on Media Law of the New York State Bar Association, 
several distinguished law professors and a broad array 
of diverse groups. 

Apart from Philip Morris' interests, it seems to 
me that an association of lawyers--especially one with 
the ABA's proud and distinguished tradition of 
defending constitutional rights and individual 
freedom--should never take action supporting 
curtailment of the free and open exchange of 
information. This is particularly the case where, as 
here, so many regard the constitutionality of the 
proposed action as deeply suspect at best. Benevolent 
intentions notwithstanding, banning truthful speech in 
order to influence the exercise of an individual's 
freedom of choice has tragic implications which lawyers 
should oppose, not foster. 
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Attached are three lists -- (1) a list of the 35 
officers and members of the ABA's Board of Governors, 
whom we hope to persuade to report the New York 
proposal to the House with an adverse recommendation; 
(2) a list of the 20 officers and Council members of 
the ABA’s Section on Individual Rights and 
Responsibilities, whom we hope to persuade to oppose 
the New York proposal; and (3) a list of the 450 
members of the ABA's House of Delegates, presented on a 
state-by-state basis. 

I hope you will help us organize opposition to the 
proposal in the following ways: 

1. Review the attached lists of ABA officials 
and identify those individuals or law firms 
with whom you or others in your firm have 
personal or professional relationships. 

2. Prepare a list of individual lawyers not on 
the attached lists whom you know well and who 
might be in a position to assist us. 

3. Find out what, if anything, your own state 
bar association is doing regarding this 
issue. 

At this point, we are only asking for information. 
Please do not make any personal contacts. Also, as I 
am sure you would expect, we would appreciate your 
keeping this inquiry confidential. 

Time is short. Please get in touch with me at 
your earliest convenience. It would be great If I 
could hear from you by Monday. 

Thanks so much for your help. 

Sincerely, 
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